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Nothing For Us Without Us 
• Educator voices are necessary.  

• Policy made for educators without educators is worse policy that affects your 
practice. 

• Educator stories are essential. 
• Policy makers need to understand what is happening on the ground. 

• Educator expertise is critical. 
• You know best what works, in centers, schools, and family child care homes. 



What Gets In The Way?
• Time 
• Burnout, turnover, and exhaustion
• Lack of information sharing  
• Educators don’t feel wanted or welcomed at decision-making 

tables
• A sense that nothing ever changes so why bother?
• Discomfort in advocating for ourselves and our own pay 
• Pay is too low for educators to have time to advocate about 

the fact that pay is too low 
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ECE Field Surveys
More than 35,000 individuals 
working in child care centers 
and family child care homes 
responded to six NAEYC 
pandemic surveys, shared 
between March 2020 and 
January 2022 



Media Stories

Thousands of national, 
state, and local media 
outlets quoted NAEYC 
national and state survey 
data, raising awareness 
about the child care crisis, 
while centering the stories 
of early childhood 
educators and families



Centered Educators’ Voices in 
Policymaking

Maria-Isabel Ballivian
Executive Director, ACCA Child 
Development Center 



“My advocacy is not just for my students that I teach, but for myself." - Lamont Turner



#SolveChildCare



Where Are We Going?

Each and every child, beginning at birth, has the 
opportunity to benefit from high-quality early 
childhood education, delivered by an effective, 
equitable, diverse, well-prepared, and well-
compensated workforce.



We Are Not Going Back.
• The impact of the pandemic is devastating…and we have to 

look ahead.

• We can’t go from this crisis back to the crisis that was already 
defining our child care, early learning, and professional 
preparation systems. 

• Together, we must build an inclusive, equitable future that 
values, supports, and compensates this essential profession 
for its skilled and important work. #PowerToTheProfession



Your Advocacy Matters AND IT WORKS.



There is so much you can do. 
Tell your story. 
• You are the experts in your own experiences! 
• Stories are powerful and policymakers need to hear them. 

Go to meetings & invite policymakers to visit your programs.
• Get to know your leaders and partners - and let them get to know you.
• Site visits, city council, school board, briefing, hearing, rally, or town hall - in person or remotely! 

Tweet.
It’s only 140 characters. You can do it. Follow your elected officials & let them know how you feel 
about their votes & positions. #SolveChildCare #PowerToTheProfession

Join NAEYC & DCAEYC.
• Community sustains us as we come together with fellow educators and advocates. 
• You must choose to mobilize and make our collective voices so powerful that we cannot be 

ignored. 
• Visit www.naeyc.org/membership for more.

http://www.naeyc.org/membership


We're going on a bear hunt 
We're going to catch a big one, 
What a beautiful day. 
We’re not scared. 

Uh-oh! A forest! 
A big dark forest. 
We can't go over it. 
We can't go under it. 
Oh no! 
We've got to go through it. 

- Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbury


	Strong, Powerful Voices for Children
	Nothing For Us Without Us 
	What Gets In The Way?
	ECE Field Surveys
	Media Stories
	Centered Educators’ Voices in Policymaking
	Slide Number 7
	#SolveChildCare
	Where Are We Going?
	We Are Not Going Back.
	Your Advocacy Matters AND IT WORKS.
	There is so much you can do. 
	Slide Number 13

