Strong, Powerful Voices for
Children
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Nothing For Us Without Us

* Educator voices are necessary.

* Policy made for educators without educators is worse policy that affects your
practice.

* Educator stories are essential.
* Policy makers need to understand what is happening on the ground.

e Educator expertise is critical.

* You know best what works, in centers, schools, and family child care homes.
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What Gets In The Way?

Time
Burnout, turnover, and exhaustion
Lack of information sharing

Educators don't feel wanted or welcomed at decision-making
tables

A sense that nothing ever changes so why bother?
Discomfort in advocating for ourselves and our own pay

Pay is too low for educators to have time to advocate about i
the fact that pay is too low 3
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ECE Field Surveys

More than 35,000 individuals ===
working in child care centers
and family child care homes
responded to six NAEYC
pandemic surveys, shared
between March 2020 and
January 2022

“Congress investing hundreds of billions of dollars in high-quality child care and mixed-delivery
bt Farmtlice anil] hovee ehaot A Jable high-quality early learn:

preschool
experiences for their children. It will also mean that the educators, who are respected and valued

professionals doing the crucial work, will be able to earn a livable income and remain in the field.” 6
- Child care program director, Washington, D.C. ?
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Media Stories

Thousands of national,
state, and local media
outlets quoted NAEYC
national and state survey
data, raising awareness
about the child care crisis,
while centering the stories

of early childhood
educators and families

H

Without immediate action, child
care services could collapse ...

@ usa ToDAY

Coronavirus child care crisis tops
concerns as nation pushes to
reopen. Parents ask: Who will...

-

Forbes

40% Of U.S. Child Care Centers
Say They'll Close Permanently
Without Public Assistance

S

Researchers Warn Nearly Half Of
U.S. Child Care Centers Could Be

L

DC EARLY EDX



Centered Educators’ Voices in
Policymaking

1 e d \ |
GEORGIA GOLDBURN, HOPE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER DIRECTOR C.SPAN2

CHILD CARE IN PERIL: HOW COVID-19 IS PUSHING
THIS ESSENTIAL SECTOR TO THE BRINK OF COLLAPSE

EDUCATION m
AND LABOR

Arizona AEYC

Thanks Kelsey Gifford & Ashia Williams from Marla-l_sabel_ Ballivian .
's office for taking the time to meet Executive Director, ACCA Child

with to discuss the importance of Development Center
significant sustained investments as part of
AZ's & America's infrastructure!
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“My advocacy is not just for my students that | teach, but for myself." - Lamont Turner
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WHY IT’S TIME TO #SOLVECHILDCARE

. “The grant money is the ONLY thing that has
#S O I Ve ‘ h I I d < a re kept us from having to close our facility.” - ”Prowdmg hlgh—quahty early care and
Heather, South Carolina, works for a r'ait}'l—bas-e:;imctﬁild education iS nOt an easy road, bUt the
pandemic has made it nearly

impossible. With sustained federal

care program se g approximately 200 fz

“It helped me so much to pay debts I had for my funding, our program would be able
% program, better the care for children and fix oo (P st etafia high—performing
e the car so I can drop off and pick up kids from
v Ca e o o o e T e il early educators to serve our almost
child care program serving 6 families 300 Children under the age Of 5_11

— Child care and afterschool program owner,

= , Mo Melissa is a #childcare director in Oak Hill, WV. She
e says relief has helped but her program remains fragile
& #BuildBackBetter investments are needed now.
NAEYC Brings Voices of Early en_JoeManchin, your state's ECE workforce,
. parents & children are counting on youl!
Childhood Educators to Congress 4SolveChildCare J
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Where Are We Going?

Each and every child, beginning at birth, has the
opportunity to benefit from high-quality early
childhood education, delivered by an effective,
equitable, diverse, well-prepared, and well-
compensated workforce.

Ve

*
DC EARLY EDX



We Are Not Going Back.

* The impact of the pandemic is devastating...and we have to

look ahead.

» We can’t go from this crisis back to the crisis that was already
defining our child care, early learning, and professional

preparation systems.

* Together, we must build an inclusive, equitab
values, supports, and compensates this esse

e future that
ntial profession

for its skilled and important work. #PowerToT

neProfession &
Xo

DC EARLY EDX



Your Advocacy Matters AND IT WORKS.

D.C. Politics

D.C. government will send $10,000 checks to the
city’s day-care workers

‘ Lauren Hogan

#ECE educators too often go unheard but today, it felt ﬁ Vice President Kamata Harrie @

like their voices, sacrifices & essential roles were finally

heard, seen & valued when the Senate passed the _ _ . _
escuePlan with $39B to #SaveChildCare In America, childcare should be readily available and

Here’s to a new dély *’Ico the next fisht &vt_o nedvervghovin;" affordable for all who need it. Childcare workers should

back ® ’ ° ° be paid fairly and treated with dignity and respect. And

small business owners who run childcare centers must
be fully supported.

9:24 PM - Ma 021 - Twitter for iPhone

111 Likes
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There Is so much you can do.

Tell your story.
* You are the experts in your own experiences!
« Stories are powerful and policymakers need to hear them.

Go to meetings & invite policymakers to visit your programs.
» Get to know your leaders and partners - and let them get to know you.
« Site visits, city council, school board, briefing, hearing, rally, or town hall - in person or remotely!

Tweet.
It's only 140 characters. You can do it. Follow your elected officials & let them know how you feel
about their votes & positions. #SolveChildCare #PowerToTheProfession

Join NAEYC & DCAEYC.

« Community sustains us as we come together with fellow educators and advocates. d

* You must choose to mobilize and make our collective voices so powerful that we cannot be 1‘(-
ignored.

. Visit for more. DC EARLY EDX


http://www.naeyc.org/membership

We're going on a bear hunt
We're going to catch a big one,
What a beautiful day.

We’'re not scared.

Uh-oh! A forest!

A big dark forest.

We can't go over it.

We can't go under it.

Oh no!

We've got to go through it.

- Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbury
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